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Honoring
devotion
to their
students

By Rob Denris

rdennis@bayareanewsgroup.com
SAN LEANDRO — Tom Col-
lett is a former football player
and coach who uses his passion
for magic to complement his stu-
dents’ science lessons at Newark
Junior High. ’ :

" Karen McMahon taught in
New York for eight years and
then worked in human resources
for an additional 15 before return-
L “ing to teaching at
Horizon Continu-
ation High School
in Pleasanton.

.. They come
from disparate
backgrounds, but
now have some-

thing ir}-‘d coréx-'

: mon: an Alameda

%Z?ﬁ:f v County Teacher of
atriskteen  the Year award. _

oarents in They were hon-

Pleasanton.  ored along with 19

"~ other  nominees

from around the
county Thursday
night in a cer-
emony at San Le-
andro High's Arts
Education Center.
- The two win-
- . ners were kept
ke 1 secret until thg
; ceremony,  an
gggfﬁtbegan both Collett and
Newark McMahon  said
autreach they were aur-

Blaiiz,

ored to have heen

“I'm just blown away,” said
MeMahon, who works for the
Tri-Valley Regional Occupational
Program teaching at-risk teen
parents at Horizon. “There were
just so many wonderful represen-
tatives here from teaching and
the education community, and
I'm just very honored and proud

. torepresent Alameda County.”

Collett, who played and later

| coached football at Kennedy High
. in Fremont, taught for 17 years at
 Newark Memorial High, where he

created two outreach programs
training -students T onomy
and marine science and coached

~ the school’s rocketry teams to the

national finals. He is in his second
year at Newark Junior High.

“I love seeing the light bulb

go off, you know, the ‘aha’ mo-

ment,” Collett said. “That’s what

fires me up, and I'm just always

, trying to get that out of all of my

students.”

The teachers thanked their

colleagues and families during
their acceptance speeches.

For McMahon, it all started
with her mom.

“My mom always taught us

that we needed to think of ways
to give back to!people and that
you needed to believe in people,”
she said. :
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“She stressed with each

‘of us that we needed to in-
*vest in ourselves and believe
in ourselves and then give
back to the community.”

With a couple decades of
teaching under their belts,
Collett and MecMahon could
be forgiven if they got a little
jaded. ‘

But they both say their
students make that impos-

1

sible. i

“It’s helping them dis-
cover who they are and to
believe in themselves, and
to know that they are im-
portant, they do count and
to go out and be as success-
ful as they can be,” McMa-
hon said.

For Collett, it's a little
like football.

“As a football coach you
can-never become burned
out because you're always
trying to win, and for me, I’
kind of approach teaching
the same sort of way. It's

{

like winning when I'm able strated vividly tonight what

to reach students.” !
Superior Court| Judge
Trina Thompson was the

-emcee at Thursday] night’s

event, which included vid-
eos of the nominees in the
classroom and discussing
their teaching methods and
motivations.

The ceremonyrecognized
teachers from 16 school dis-
tricts and three Regional
Occupational Programs for
excellence in education.

“Everybody here is a

7
hora and von domnon-

you accomplish every day,”
county schools Superinten-
dent Sheila Jordan told the
assembled teachers at the
end of the ceremony.

“The light that we shine
on you reflects honor and
credit on the whole teaching
profession at a time when
such honor and eredit unfor-
tunately is in short supply,
but more richly .deserved
than ever.”
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